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A SENATE LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVE

To allow government retirees to be reemployed without losing their
retirement benefits for an unrestricted peried of time, provided that
qualificd local non-retirce applicants be given first priority on any
vacancies by amending Article 1L, section 20(b) of the Constitution
of the Northern Mariana Islands.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE TWENTY-FIRST NORTHERN MARIANAS
COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE:

Section 1. Legislative Finding. The Legislature finds that it is in the public

interest to allow government retirces to be reemployed without losing their retirement

benefits, provided that qualified local non-retiree applicanis be given first priority on any

- government job vacancies.

Section 2. Legisiative Initiative.  The Twenty-First Northern Marianas

Commonwealth Legisiature, by the affirmative vote of three-fourths of the members of
each house present and voting, hereby proposes the following amendment to Article 11,
section 20(b) of the Constitution of the Northern Mariana Islands to be placed before the
people for ratification at the next general election:
“A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

To permit the reemployment of government retirces without losing retirement
benefits for an unrestricted period of time, provided that qualified local non-retirce
applicants be given first priority on government job vacancies by amending Article I11,
section 20(b) of the Constituion of the Northern Mariana Islands, as follows:

‘Section 20 (b) An employee who has acquired not less than twenty years

of creditable service under the Commonwealth retirement system shall be

credited—an—additionalfive—years—and shall-be eligible to retire. An

employee who elects to retire under this provision may net be reemployed

by the Commonwealth Government or any of its instrumentalities or
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wo—{2)-years provided that
quatified local non-retiree applicants be given first priority on government

job vacancies. No retiree may have their retirement benefits recomputed

based on any reemployment during which retirement benefits are drawn,
but every such reemployed retiree shall nevertheless be required to

contribute to the retirement fund during the period of reemployment, at the

same rate as other governmeni employees. Thelegislature—mayprohibit
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‘Section 3. Adoption and Transmittal. The President of the Sepate and the
Speaker of the House shall certify, and the Senate Legislative Secretary and the House

Clerk shall attest to the adoption of this Legislative Initiative. The Senate Clerk shall
then transmit a certified copy of the Initiative to the Governor and the Board of Elections.
Pursuant to Article XVILL, Section 5 of the Commonwealth Constitution, the Board shall
place this Legislative Initiative, with the Findings and Purpose section herein, before the
people of the Commonwealth for ratification vote at the earlier of the next regular general

election or the next special election established by law.
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