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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

                                                  

BETTY JOHNSON, on behalf of herself, and as
a representative of a class of similarly-situated
persons,

Plaintiffs,

v.

ELOY S. INOS, Governor of the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
(“CNMI”), et al.,

Defendants.

CIVIL CASE NO. 09-00023

ORDER

After a settlement of this class action was achieved herein, counsels who performed work

on behalf of the class filed separate applications for attorneys fee.  Applications were filed by the

Bronster Hoshibata firm,  Bruce Jorgensen,  Stephen Woodruff  and Timothy Lord.  1 2 3 4

  The court was recently advised that the Bronster Hoshibata firm reached a settlement1

with the CNMI Government.  The court is awaiting the filing of a motion to approve said
settlement.

  Attorney Jorgensen and the CNMI Government reached a settlement as to the amount2

of attorneys’ fees payable to him, see ECF No. 610, however, the court has not approved said
settlement.

  Attorney Woodruff reached a settlement with the CNMI Government, see Stipulation3

re Attorney Fees, ECF No. 611, which the court approved on April 29, 2014.  See ECF No. 641.

  Attorneys Lord has filed several amended fee petitions to correct deficiencies or in4

response to objections raised by the CNMI Government or other counsel.  The most recent of
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The court held evidentiary hearings on February 4, 2014 and March 3, 2014 on the fee

applications and the motions seeking approval of settlements reached.  Specifically with regard to

Mr. Lord’s fee petition and the motion to approve the settlement reached with Mr. Jorgensen, the

court is unsatisfied with the submissions before it and finds that the current record is insufficient

for the court to determine whether the fees sought by Mr. Lord and the settlement reached with

Mr. Jorgensen are reasonable. Accordingly, the court will require the following further submissions5

with regard to Mr. Lord’s fee petition and the motion to approve the settlement reached with

Mr. Jorgensen:

Lord’s Fee Petition

• Not later than June 10, 2014, Mr. Lord shall file and serve a final fee petition with (i) 

one or more declarations, under penalty of perjury, containing all direct testimony that

supports his petition, including all exhibits and appropriate foundational evidence, and

(ii) comprehensive lists of Mr. Lord’s witnesses and exhibits. 

• Not later than June 24, 2014, each party in interest who objects to Mr. Lord’s final fee

application (“respondent”) shall file and serve (i) one or more declarations, under

penalty of perjury, containing all direct testimony that supports the objection(s) raised,

including all exhibits and appropriate foundational evidence, (ii) any evidentiary

objections to the declarations and exhibits filed by Mr. Lord, stated as concisely as they

would be if stated orally at an evidentiary hearing, (iii) a statement designating which,

if any, of Mr. Lord’s witnesses the respondent wishes to cross-examine, and (iv)

comprehensive lists of the respondent’s witnesses and exhibits.

his fee petitions is attached as Exhibit D to the Declaration of Shawn Adams.  See ECF No.
614.  

  The court notes that this action had been pending for many years before the below-5

signed judge became involved in the case.  Therefore, it is difficult to assess the reasonableness
of counsels’ work performed prior to the court’s involvement, and the court believes it may also
be necessary to hold another evidentiary hearing to resolve disputed factual issues concerning
the legal work performed during the initial stages of this action and how such work specifically
benefitted the class.
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• Not later than July 1, 2014, Mr. Lord shall file and serve (i) one or more declarations,

under penalty of perjury, containing all rebuttal testimony that he intends to offer,

including all exhibits and appropriate foundational evidence, (ii) any evidentiary

objections to the respondent’s declarations and exhibits, stated as concisely as they

would be if stated orally at an evidentiary hearing, (iii) a statement designating which,

if any, of the respondent’s witnesses Mr. Lord wishes to cross-examine, and (iv) final

comprehensive lists of his witnesses and exhibits.

Motion for Approval of Jorgensen’s Settlement

• Not later than June 10, 2014, Mr. Jorgensen shall file and serve (i) one or more

declarations, under penalty of perjury, containing all direct testimony that supports his

motion for approval of the settlement reached with the CNMI Government, including

all exhibits and appropriate foundational evidence that support the reasonableness of

said request, and (ii) comprehensive lists of Mr. Jorgensen’s witnesses and exhibits.  

• The schedule and requirements as set forth above shall apply with regard to any

objections a party in interest may have to Mr. Jorgensen’s submissions, as well as

Mr. Jorgensen’s rebuttal to such objections.

Unless otherwise ordered, the court will not receive any evidence, consider any evidentiary

objections, or allow any cross-examination that is not timely presented or requested in accordance

with this order.

The court strongly encourages Messrs. Lord and Jorgensen to continue discussions between

themselves and the CNMI Government, with the assistance of Judge Robert J. Faris if necessary, 

so that these pending matters may be resolved expeditiously without the need for further court

action.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

/s/ Frances M. Tydingco-Gatewood
     Designated Judge
Dated: May 30, 2014
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